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Xenobodies in Mutation

How to care in the risky relations of contamination?

Sonja Baumel
Mary Maggic
Spela Petrié

Xeno-: a Greek prefix meaning a guest, stranger, foreigner;

“We do not know what our bodies can do, how the encounters will influence us.
Contaminations as these risky relations constitute the precarity of life that demand different
practices than the desire for control or harvest”

A. A. Wotodzko

“If capitalism has been able to reproduce itself it is only because of the web of inequalities
that it has built into the body ..., and because of its capacity to globalise exploitation. This
process is still unfolding under our eyes.”

S. Federici, Caliban and the Witch

We have never been one thing, one persona, one identity. Our living bodies
have never been autonomous, fixed and pure. Rather, bodies are porous, risky
and precarious - THEY ARE XENO - strangers, foreigners and quests to what is
considered as the norm, as natural, as ideal.

We are in a constant movement of change, and with our change we
contaminate ourselves and other bodies. Our mutations and contaminations
are often imperceptible, they transform us slowly yet significantly. When we
breathe, we become the air with its multiple particles and toxins. When we eat,
we become the food we chew, disrupted in our hormonal body by plastic
particles hidden in what is on our plate. When we shake hands, the skin, rather
than protecting us, creates a condition of an exchange between multiple
microbial greetings. We are shaped by and constituted by contaminations.
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This is not the equilibrium of life. Contaminations are risky, we do not know
what the body can do, how the encounters will influence us. This is the
precarity of life mutations that demand different practices. Bodies change and
transform - we either mutate or we die!l The urgent question is how to live and
care for the xeno that we already are?

The exhibition Xenobodies in Mutation, showing the work of Sonja Baumel,
Mary Maggic and Spela Petri&, explores the implications of relations of
transformation on the question of who are we, but also, how to practice and
enact our all too human, mutating bodies. It is not about the control, selection
or harvest of those transformations that we think are useful or innovative. In
the name of the idea of progress and technological desires, we have already
commodified and turned our bodies into a resource for economic profits and
aesthetic regimes.

The urgency is not how to control those mutations, but how to multiply them
and live with them, even those unexpected. It is not about blind affirmation of
transformations, but recognition of inequalities and power relations that
govern them. In that sense, practicing xenobodies in their consonant change
escapes one method. Practicing the multiple that we are demands, rather
multiple ways, rituals and tools that would be sensitive and care for the
strangeness that we all are again and again anew.

Xenobodies ask how to practice the mutations and care for them, and what
would that care entail? We have always been xeno-, the challenge is how to
think, live and practice the mutating bodies that we are.

~ Agnieszka Anna Wotodzko
Curator Xenobodies in Mutation
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Sonja Baumel

NOURISHMENT

A living artwork grows, proliferates, changes, arouses curiosity, demands care,
adapts and fades away. It is temporal, it draws attention to the moment,
focusing on transformation, it strives for meaning instead of possession.

Being in the world as an individual really means being a multi-being community
in a vital process of permanent exchange. When bodies touch a surface, they
pick up microbes and leave others behind. Bodies constantly mingle and adapt
to their surroundings. They blur trans-beings boundaries and reveal unexplored
forms of relationality, communication and intelligence.

Being in this entanglement of the mess of life and its fluidity, where do bodies
end?

There is no simple answer to how to grasp the ever-expanding identities, but
the search for empathic, sensory, careful, and ethical encounters with the
microcosm may very well contribute to understanding future meetings with
microbes that respect experiences of difference, strangeness, and otherness
as a crucial moment in coming to know ourselves.
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Mary Maggic

GENITAL( * )PANIC

Collaborator: creative technologist Char Stiles (charstiles.com)

For hundreds of years, our sex and gender subjectivities have been enforced
through genital aesthetics, by simply looking what’s between the legs.
However, the fact that we only have two options indeed erases and punishes
bodies for their diverse, transitory, and fluid properties. Even so, the
population measurements such as the ano-genital distance (AGD) is still widely
used by state-scientific institutions for assessing levels of exposure to
industrial and hormonal toxicity (plastics, for example). In other words, the
AGD is a top-down tool for policing otherness and the gender binary, in
particular through genital aesthetics.

While bodies shift towards alienation in the rise of hormonal disruption, how
will our socio-cultural discourse (much of which is still based in queer phobia
and reproductive futurism) shift as well? Can we create spacious room for all
the aliens among us, including ourselves?

Therefore the project will establish an anonymous digital database of 3D
genital scans and AGD measurements through an interactive genital scanning
installation open to the public. Participating will symbolize an act of statistical
defiance, reimagining parameters for the “new normal,” the “new natural,” and
the “new breeder.”

We write our own future...
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Spela Petrié

VEGETARIAT RISING:
PLANTS OF INSTAGRAM PERFORM ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

Collaborators: Gregor Krpi¢, Bart Peeters, Andrej Megli¢/Technical production: Scenart/Thank
you: Tim Oblak, Benjamin Fele, Kapelica Gallery/Produced by: Tetem, NL/Supported by:
Mondriaan Fonds, NL and Municipality of Ljubljana, Department for Culture, SI

The term ‘vegetariat’ describes a collection of bodies, human and other-than-
human alike, which find themselves in the gaze of the algorithm. The vegetariat
is the stuff of social and financial credit scores, carbon offsets, smart watches,
biometric passports, Monsanto GMOs, and Google street views. While
surveillance capitalism flourishes by mining every possible aspect of the
vegetariat’s being, essentially equating biopolitics with (bio)labour, these
bodies are waking up to an alien landscape and asking themselves not only how
to survive, but how to thrive under these totalizing circumstances. Through
this installation, the vegetariat begins to explore its contours and probe
avenues of resistance.

Witness the Plants of Instagram perform ecosystem services. The neuron-like
excitation signals, which travel along stems and transmit sensations through
plants’ bodies, are in this case split with a minimally invasive plant-machine
juncture. Here the organically generated voltage transitions into its amplified
metallic double, which finally operates the mechanical trigger of the drill
machine. Attached to each drill machine is a smart watch, diligently noting
every step and turn of the user-laborer and transmitting it as an endless
stream of data to the gluttonous Big Others in China and USA.

Despite their predominantly subtropical origin, the Plants of Instagram have an
extraordinary capacity to become invisible within contemporary indoor
environments, while they withstand poor light conditions, inconsistent
watering regimes and general neglect. Given the opportunity, these faculties
make them great workers towards persistent, low-key, low-maintenance
representation of other-than-human entities in the sphere of total body
surveillance. In a flattened ontology established through the gaze of the
algorithm, the vegetariat has the prerogative to choose allies regardless of
their color, race, size, systematic classification or feeding habits.

Obfuscate human behavior and supplant it with your plant’s. Join the resilience
today.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

30.10.2019

Lecture and Workshop with Spela Petrié

During this event participants will encounter the materialities of what is and
what does the vegetariat - a concept shaped by Petri¢ that defines the
condition of our living bodies today. We will explore ways of navigation within
the relations of human and other-than-human entities in the sphere of total
body surveillance.

@Tetem

31.10.2019

Biodemonology Night

On practicing xenobodies by witches, hackers and nonhumans

An evening event of storytelling, movie screening and discussion by artists and
invited quests on how to improvise forms and stories of resistance, protest
and practices of care. In the time of environmental uncertainties and the
overpowering mechanisms of capitalist surveillance, we are desperate to find
new ways of not only thinking and practicing but also caring for the radical
others that we all become. We need to learn how to think with mutation and
change, with movements and materialities of our multiple bodies. It is time to
think with demons of uncertainty - it is time for biodemonology rituals and
storytelling.

Event organised by Tetem, AKI Artez and Studium Generale Artez

@AKI, Artez

10.11.2019

Lecture and Workshop with Mary Maggic

We will write our own future together with Maggic joining her project that
establishes an anonymous digital database through an interactive genital
scanning. Participating will symbolize an act of statistical resistance and
obfuscation of the norm. In this event we will learn how to stretch boundaries,
presuppositions and aesthetics regimes that govern our bodies.

@Tetem

English texts written by Agnieszka Anna WotodZko and the artists
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